CHAPTER  XXIII
A  LITTLE-KNOWN CENTRAL AFRICAN RAILWAY
BURIED In the heart of Central Africa, with one border
skirting the most southern of the chain of Great African
Lakes which nestle in the huge depressions of the conti-
nent, Is a small, little-known British colony. This corner
of the empire is Nyasaland, a tongue of promising terri-
tory which thrusts itself southward Into Portuguese East
Africa.
Though the wealth of this little territory, measuring 550
miles in length, and varying- from 80 to 90 miles in width,
is incalculable^ exploitation of the resources has been handi-
capped by the complete absence of transportation facilities.
The early pioneers and civilising influences visiting the
country were impressed with the outlook, and sought to
attract settlers. The more hardened and adventurous
accepted the invitation, and, finding the country in every
way as described, devoted their energies to the cultivation
of coffee, which held out most promising inducements.
The physical configuration of the country, providing a
diversity of hill and dale and ample watering facilities,
served to bring about a certain movement towards settle-
ment. Roads were driven in all directions, and, indeed,
the internal communication to-day leaves little to be desired.
But the country suffered severely from being cut off from
the world at large. There is only one channel by which
the country can be entered, and that is from Chinde on the
coast, via the Zambesi River until the mouth of the Shir$
River is gained, this latter waterway being followed so far
as Port Herald* The distance is about 210 miles, and the
stern~wheel, shallow-draught steamboats occupy from 4 to
6 days on the journey according to the state of the rivers.